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There Was An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Shell 
By Lucille Colandro 

 
 
There was an old lady who swallowed a shell.  I don’t know 
why she swallowed the shell.  She didn’t tell. 
 
There was an old lady who swallowed a crab.  Why did she 
grab that crawling crab?  She swallowed the crab to live in the 
shell.  I don’t know why she swallowed the shell.  She didn’t 
tell. 
 
There was an old lady who swallowed a fish.  What a tickly 
dish, that swimming fish!  She swallowed the fish to catch the 
crab.  She swallowed the crab to live in the shell.  I don’t know 
why she swallowed the shell.  She didn’t tell. 
 
There was an old lady who swallowed a gull.  It wasn’t dull to 
swallow a gull.  She swallowed the gull to scoop up the fish.  
She swallowed the fish to catch the crab.  She swallowed the 
crab to live in the shell.  I don’t know why she swallowed the 
shell.  She didn’t tell. 
 
There was an old lady who swallowed a pail.  She didn’t wail 
when she swallowed the pail.  She swallowed the pail to carry 
the gull.  She swallowed the gull to scoop up the fish.  She 
swallowed the fish to catch the crab.  She swallowed the crab 
to live in the shell.  I don’t know why she swallowed the shell.  
She didn’t tell. 
 
There was an old lady who swallowed some sand.  Oh, how 
bland!  To swallow sand!  She swallowed the sand to fill up the 
pail.  She swallowed the pail to carry the gull.  She swallowed 
the gull to scoop up the fish.  She swallowed the fish to catch 
the crab.  She swallowed the crab to live in the shell.  I don’t 
know why she swallowed the shell.  She didn’t tell. 
 
There was an old lady who swallowed a wave. Swallowing a 
wave was such a big hassle that she suddenly burped and built 
a sandcastle. 
 


